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A Survey on the Silk Road as Seen in the Documents Unearthed along the
Silk Road

Rong Xinjiang

Abstract:The study of the Silk Road used to depend on three kinds of materials,i.e.traditional
textual documents from both the East and the West,documents discovered along the Silk Road,and
cultural relics unearthed in various places. Materials written in different scripts in different
languages were unearthed from such places along the Silk Road as Dunhuang, Turfan (83 ),
Loulan, Niya (JE#f ), Qarashahr(55% ) ,Kuqa( FE % ) ,Khotan(F1H ) ,and Mount Mug (B4 LL1).
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Though scattered, these materials provide us with a lot of invaluable information that is not contained
in the previously discovered textual documents and archaeological discoveries,and they should be put
together and placed in the historical narration of the Silk Road. This article elaborates on the signif—
icance of these unearthed documents in the study of the Silk Road from four aspects. Firstly,
they provide us with direct records of the traveling routes of the Silk Road. Secondly,they
record the truth of the Silk Road. Thirdly,they record the types of transported goods and the situa—
tion of commercial activities along the Silk Road. And fourthly, they exhibit the cultures spread along
the Silk Road. Scholars should fully explore the value of the fragments unearthed along the Silk Road
when making

their studies on the Silk Road. By using these textual documents preserved for us intention—
ally or unintentionally, we will greatly enrich our knowledge about the Silk Road, thus writing a
more colorful history of the Silk Road.

Key words:Silk Road , merchant from Sogdiana(3€4#) , Buddhism of the Western Regions (PG5 )
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